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EYFS 
 

Understanding of the world 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s 
personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will 
foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends 
their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading 
comprehension.  

 
ELG  

• Can talk about people that they may have come across within their community, such as vicars, imams etc  

• Can name and explain the purpose of places of worship and places of local importance to the community, drawing on their own experiences 
where possible.  

• Can begin to build a rich bank of vocabulary with which to describe their own lives and the lives of others.  
 

 
Knowledge and skills 

• Talk about members of their immediate family and community.  

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them.  

• Understand that some places are special to members of their community.  

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in 
different ways.  

 

Skills Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To understand 
beliefs and teachings 

Recount outlines of some 
religious stories. 
 
 

Recognise and 
name features of 
religions 

Retell religious stories 
and describe some of 
the teachings of a 
religion. 
 
 

Present the key 
teachings and beliefs of 
a religion. 
 
Begin to make simple 
comparisons 

Present the key 
teachings and beliefs of 
a religion. 
 
Describe in more detail 
the similarities 

Begin to link knowledge of 
religions and beliefs to 
concepts and values.  
 
 
 

Explain how religious beliefs 
shape the lives of individuals 
and communities. 
 
Use religious and 
philosophical terminology and 



and beliefs 
 
Describe some of the 
main festivals or 
celebrations of a religion. 
 

between religions and 
beliefs. 

and differences 
between the six main 
religions and 
beliefs. 

Explain how some 
teachings and beliefs are 
shared between religions. 
 

concepts to explain religions, 
beliefs and value systems. 
 
Explain the reasons for, and 
effects of, diversity between 
religions, beliefs 
and cultures. 

To understand 
practices and 
lifestyles 
 

Recognise and name 
some religious artefacts 
and places. 

Describe some 
religious artefacts, 
places and practices. 

Identify religious 
artefacts and buildings 
and explain how and 
why they are used. 
 
 
 
Explain some of the 
religious practices of 
both clerics and 
individuals. 
 
 
Explain the practices and 
lifestyles involved in 
belonging to a faith 
community. 
 
 
 
 
Show an understanding 
of the role of a spiritual 
leader. 

Describe and begin to 
compare religious 
artefacts and buildings 
and explain how and 
why they are used. 
 
 
Explain some of the 
religious practices of 
both clerics and 
individuals and begin to 
compare.  
 
Compare and contrast 
the lifestyles of different 
faith groups and give 
reasons why some 
within the same faith 
may adopt different 
lifestyles. 
 
Share opinions on 
connections 
between questions, 
beliefs, 
values and practices. 

Using knowledge of the six 
main religions, continue to 
make comparisons 
between the practices and 
lifestyles and how this 
might impact on key values. 
 
Recognise and explain 
diversity within religions. 
 

Compare and contrast diversity 
between different religious 
practices and lifestyles.  

To understand how 
beliefs are conveyed 
 

Name some religious 
symbols. 

Suggest meanings in 
religious symbols, 
language and stories. 

Explain the meaning of 
some religious symbols.  

Explain the meaning of 
some religious symbols 
and make links between 
religious symbols, stories 
and the beliefs. 

Identify religious symbolism 
in literature and the arts. 

Explain and compare some of 
the different ways that 
individuals show their beliefs. 
 
 



 

 

 
To reflect 
 

Identify the things that 
are important in their 
own lives. 
 
 
 
 
Relate emotions to some 
of the experiences of 
religious figures studied. 
 

Compare things that 
are important in their 
own lives to religious 
beliefs.  
 
 
 
Ask questions about 
puzzling aspects of 
life.  

Give some reasons why 
religious figures may 
have acted as they did. 

Linking back to their own 
experiences and beliefs, 
debate questions that 
have no universally 
agreed answers.  
 
 
Give some reasons why 
religious figures may 
have acted as they did 
and compare to their 
own thoughts.  

Recognise and express 
feelings about their own 
identities.  
 
 
 
 
Relate own feelings to 
religious beliefs or 
teachings. 

Explain their own ideas about 
the answers to ultimate 
questions.  
 
 
 
 
Explain why their own answers 
to ultimate questions may differ 
from those of others, including 
religious figures.  

To understand 
values 
 

Identify how they have to 
make their own choices in 
life. 
 
Explain how actions affect 
others. 
 
Show an understanding 
of the term ‘morals’ 
 
 

Ask questions about 
matters of right and 
wrong and suggest 
answers. 

Describe how some of 
the values held by 
communities or 
individuals affect 
behaviour and actions. 

Discuss and give 
opinions on stories 
involving moral 
dilemmas. 
 
 
Share opinions on 
connections 
between questions, 
beliefs, values and 
practices 

Explain why different 
religious communities or 
individuals may have a 
different view of what is 
right and wrong. 
 
Discuss their thoughts 
about different views in a 
respectful way.  

Show an awareness of morals 
and right and wrong beyond 
rules (i.e. wanting to act in a 
certain way despite rules). 
 
 
Express their own values and 
remain respectful of those with 
different values. 


