
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS & VIEWS  
Achievement & Enjoyment   Headteacher Mr S Bowsher    

           Friday 15th July 2022    

Chief Executive Officer: Mr R Duff    
Larchwood Primary School is proud to be part of the Discovery Educational Trust 
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Headteacher’s Comment: 
Despite school not finishing until next Thursday, this is the last News and Views of the academic 

year so I thought I would take some time to reflect on the year that has passed as well as look 

ahead to next year. 

So many things have happened this year it is hard to remember them all. The impact of Covid 

this year can’t be ignored. It has had a significant impact on both pupils and staff, yet we have 

continued to make sure that children are learning and getting back on track from the lost 

learning over the previous two years. Now we are at the end of the year we can see that 

through the hard work of pupils, staff and parents we are getting back to where we used to be. 

The data for things like the number of children who get a Good Level of Development in 

Reception, the percentage who pass the phonics screening test and the SATs results in KS1 and 

KS2 are all strong and above the national comparison.  

We have also had success in other areas. We have taken part in more sporting events than 

ever, winning the district KS2 Panathalon games and the archery as well as securing the gold 

again in the School Games Mark. All of our school trips were hugely successful, sports day was 

amazing, our Jubilee afternoon was a brilliant event and just yesterday the Year 6 leavers play 

was performed to a thrilled audience.  

We are about to say farewell to the first cohort of sixty children that joined the school as part of 

the expansion. Those seven years have flown by and it is both a little sad to see them go, but 

also exciting to know they are ready for the next stages of their education at secondary school. 

Please keep in touch and I look forward to hearing how you are all doing.  

Each year we present the Smith Family Award to a child in Year 6. The Smith family have a long 

connection with Larchwood. It isn’t necessarily awarded to the child who does the best 

academically or who achieves the most, but the child that we feel best represents our school 

ethos and values. It was extremely difficult to decide this year who that person would be, but 

yesterday the trophy and book token was awarded to Hassan in 6S. Congratulations to him; his 

name will be added to the honours board in the lobby.    

As you already know, we are also saying farewell to Mr Sumner who has taught in Year 5 and 6 

for the last nine years and to Mr Shrimplin who has taught in Reception since 2019. Mrs 

Wagner, who has worked as one of our cover teachers is also moving on. A big thank you to all 

of them for their contributions to the school and the children. You will be missed.  

Over the summer we are having significant work done at the school. The paths into the school 

are being replaced, but more significantly we are having a new roof put on large parts of the  

school. The older parts of the building which incorporates Year 1, Year 4, Year 5, the computer 

suite, half the hall and the kitchen has an old flat roof that is close to leaking and is very worn. 

This year we were successful in a bid to the government for funding to replace this roof with a 
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grant of over £400,000. Scaffolding is due to go up next Friday and work will start the week 

after. This will be continuing in the autumn term, but school will continue to run as normal. We 

will of course be prioritising the safety and well-being of the children during this time.  

The summer holidays also present an opportunity for everyone to do exciting things as a family. 

In the next few days we will be sending home a letter about the ‘Larchwood London 

Challenge’. Watch this space for details. 

However, sometimes the holidays can also be a struggle for families, especially financially as 

the cost of living rises and food becomes more expensive. If you are struggling to make ends 

meet I know St Georges Church has been running a food hub on a Saturday from 10am-12pm.  

You may also be interested in the details below which have been circulating on Twitter.  

   

September  

Attendance at school is vitally important and we have recently updated our attendance policy 

which can be found here. As we still recover from the effects of the last two years we will 

continue to prioritise attendance. Please do not book holidays or long weekends away during 

term time. All term dates are on our website and children should legally be in school every 

day. 

School starts again on Friday 2nd September (teachers will be in on 1st September). Although 

this is a one day week for children, it is vitally important that ALL children are in that day.  

Please also take the summer to make sure that you have all the correct uniform, shoes (no 

trainers) and PE kit first day.  

We have a few days still to go this term and as you know there is a lot planned next week 

despite having to cancel the discos because of the heat. The celebration evening will be going 

ahead as planned, so hopefully we will see you then.   

 

Larchwood Primary School is proud to be part of the Discovery Educational Trust 

Chief Executive Officer: Mr R Duff    

https://www.larchwoodprimary.co.uk/assets/Uploads/LPS-Attendance-Policy-2022-23-Final-Approved.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 

Table shows numbers of children and percentages from  

Monday 11th July to Friday 15th July 2022 

(percentages are rounded) Times Read  

Percentage 

Read 4 & 5 

times 

% 0 1 2 3 4 5 

RS 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 9 (31%) 20 (69%) 29 (100%) 

RT 1 (3%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (8%) 5 (21%) 16 (67%) 21 (88%) 

1A 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 6 (21%) 22 (79%) 28 (100%) 

1P 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 0 (0%) 1 (3%) 3 (11%) 23 (80%) 26 (91%) 

2B 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (7%) 2 (7%) 24 (86%) 26 (93%)   

2G 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (4%) 2 (8%) 5 (22%) 19 (66%) 24 (88%) 

3B 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (3%) 0 (0%) 3 (11%) 24 (86%) 27 (97%) 

3C 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (7%) 0 (0%) 2 (7%) 24 (86%) 26 (93%) 

4D 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 6 (21%) 22 (79%) 28 (100%) 

4S 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3 (11%) 5 (18%) 20 (71%) 25 (89%) 

5B 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (7%) 28 (93%) 30 (100%) 

5L 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 28 (100%) 28 (100%) 

6R 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (3%) 3 (10%) 25 (87%) 28 (97%) 

6S 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 5 (17%) 24 (83%) 29 (100%) 

Total  95% 

RS RT 1A 1P 2B 2G 3B 

All of RS  Olivia Revin Iyla-Mai Kian Hunter Erick 

3C 4D 4S 5B 5L 6R 6S 

Mia Ben Charlie Logan Robbie Serenity Connie 
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Stars of the Week  

Larchwood Primary School is proud to be part of the Discovery Educational Trust 

www.larchwoodprimary.co.uk @LarchwoodPS office@larchwood.essex.sch.uk 

Mr Bowsher’s Superstar Award  

Weekly Attendance – week commencing Monday 11th July 2022 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

 

Class 

 

 

4D 

 

2B/3C 

 

1A/6R 

 

1P/4S 

 

3B 

 

 

Attendance 

 

 

96.5% 

 

95.6% 

 

95% 

 

94.9% 

 

94.6% 

 

 

 

Weekly Attendance  

 

     Catherine in 6R for demonstrating the value of responsibility.  

 

Reading at Home  
Congratulation 5L. You finished the year strongly.  

 


