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Mr Bowsher’s Headteacher Comment: 
This week we have had a number of events for parents. On Wednesday and Thursday we had our 

Reception parents join us for nursery rhyme workshops in the hall. These were well attended and 

enjoyed by children and adults alike. The great news is that there is another event on Monday when 

Don Rae is in running one of his dance workshops for the children.  

On Wednesday evening the Larchwood Primary Parents’ Association (LPPA) met for their AGM. Last 

year the amazing events they ran, and you all supported, brought in £24,000 in income which resulted 

in nearly £9,000 in profit. A brilliant achievement! The new committee was voted in (pictured below). 

They have a number of exciting events lined up this year starting with a parent coffee afternoon on 

Thursday 12 November in the hall at 14.30. This is a great opportunity to come and meet other parents 

and get involved in the LPPA.  

For the last couple of weeks, we have been talking to the children about behaviour in the dinner hall 

to make sure that children show the same high standards of conduct at lunchtime as they do for the rest 

of our school day. 

We have been talking about using knives and forks properly, sitting properly at tables so food doesn't 

get spilled on the floor and how to queue nicely and ask for water etc. 

The children have worked so hard on this and the lunch hall is much more orderly and calm. It would 

be great if you could continue to practise knife and fork skills at home, especially for our younger 

children.  Well done to the Larchwood team who have rethought the layout of the hall to help us get 

through more efficiently and to the children who have really risen to the challenge!  Last of all thank 

you to our lunchtime leaders in Year 6 (some of whom are pictured below) who help the dinner hall 

run smoothly by serving salad, pudding and drinks.  

Finally, please keep bringing in harvest donations. Don’t forget that Tuesday is school photo day and 

Wednesday and Thursday are parent consultations so if you haven’t booked a slot, please do so here.  

Mrs Fossey – Chair of the Local School’s Committee writes: 

This week the school Governors met to reflect on the achievements and progress within the school last 

academic year and to look ahead at priorities for this year. We were delighted to see that the overall 

school attendance figures for last year were above the National Average. We all know how important 

it is for children to be in school and learning and the improvement in these figures are as a result of the 

hard work of all the Larchwood staff who make school a fun and welcoming place to be as well as Mr 

Bowsher who has led the strategy for improving attendance.  

The Governors would like to thank all the staff who give up their own time to run clubs and activities 

which contribute to making Larchwood enjoyable for all, as well as thanking the parents for making 

sure their children attend every day.  Wishing you all an enjoyable half term when it comes!  
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RA RE 1B 1G 2IM 2P 3LC 

Phoebe Alfie Elianna David Nixon Pippa Vinny-Lee 

3T 4C 4J 5L 5P 6H 6R 

Myla Valentina Esther Finley Dwayne All of 6H All of 6R 

 

Class 

Table shows numbers of children and percentages who 

read from  

Monday 5 September to Friday 9 October 

Percentage 

Read 4 & 5 times 

% 

Less than 4 4 5 

RA 4 (14%) 3 (11%)          21 (75%)                24 (86%) 

RE 4 (16%) 6 (21%) 19 (66%)    25 (87%) 

1B 4 (15%)  4 (15%)  18 (70%)      25 (85%) 

1G 0 (0%)    6 (23%)   20 (77%)      26 (100%) 

2IM  0 (0%)   7 (23%)          23 (77%)      30 (100%) 

2P   1 (4%)   1 (4%)   26 (92%)      27 (96%) 

3LC   4 (14%)    5 (16%)  21 (70%)      26 (86%) 

3T   1 (3%)    8 (28%)    20 (69%)      28 (97%) 

4C 7 (22%) 3 (10%)   20 (67%)     23 (87%) 

4J   0 (0%)  7 (27%)   19 (73%)     23 (100%) 

5L  3 (3%)    8 (25%)  23 (72%)     31 (97%) 

5P  2 (3%)   10 (32%)  19 (62%)    29 (94%) 

6R    0 (0%)   3 (11%)   25 (89%)      28 (100%) 

6H  0 (0%)  9 (30%)   21 (70%)     31 (100%) 

Total  93.9% 

Stars of the Week  
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Mr Bowsher’s Superstar Award  

Reading at Home  

Lilly in 4C for demonstrating the value of responsibility by always being helpful and 

for her beautiful and enthusiastic singing in assembly.    
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Five classes this week had everyone read at least 4 times. Well done everyone.  
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Weekly Attendance  
Weekly Attendance – week commencing Monday 5 October 2026 

Class RA RE 1B 1G 2IM 2P 3LC Whole 

school  Attendance 94.0% 96.6% 93.7% 92.0% 98.3% 98.6% 94.1% 

         

95.7% Class 3T 4C 4J 5L 5P 6H 6R 

Attendance 94.0% 95.5% 96.6% 96.8% 99.6% 98.3% 91.9% 

 

1st 2nd 3rd  

5P 2P                          2IM & 6H 
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Yearly Attendance – from 2 September 2026 

Class RA RE 1B 1G 2IM 2P 3LC Whole 

school  Attendance 96.6% 95.9% 94.9% 93.9% 96.1% 97.3% 92.2% 

         

95.4% Class 3T 4C 4J 5L 5P 6H 6R 

Attendance 97.6% 94.7% 94.7% 94.7% 95.4% 96.4% 95.6% 

 

1st 2nd 3rd  

3T 2P RA 
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Yearly Attendance  

 

 

Diary Dates  

  

Monday 12 October   Reception Don Rae dance workshop 

Tuesday 13 October   Individual school photographs 

Wednesday 14 October   Parent consultations 15.30 – 18.00 

Thursday 15 October   Parent consultations 16.30 – 19.00 

Friday 16 October    Break up for half term 

Monday 2 November   Return to school 

Wednesday 4 November   Year 3 Scooter Workshop 

Thursday 5 November   Reception Workshop – Prime Areas of Learning 

Thursday 12 November   LPPA Coffee and Cake drop-in  

Friday 13 November   Children in Need 

Friday 4 December    LPPA Christmas Market 

Wednesday 9 December   Reception Nativity 14.00 
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