Friday 9 October 2026

5 NEWS & VIEWS

Achievement & Enjoyment Headteacher Mr S Bowsher

Mr Bowsher’s Headteacher Comment:

This week we have had a number of events for parents. On Wednesday and Thursday we had our
Reception parents join us for nursery rhyme workshops in the hall. These were well attended and
enjoyed by children and adults alike. The great news is that there is another event on Monday when
Don Rae is in running one of his dance workshops for the children.

On Wednesday evening the Larchwood Primary Parents’ Association (LPPA) met for their AGM. Last
year the amazing events they ran, and you all supported, brought in £24,000 in income which resulted
in nearly £9,000 in profit. A brilliant achievement! The new committee was voted in (pictured below).
They have a number of exciting events lined up this year starting with a parent coffee afternoon on
Thursday 12 November in the hall at 14.30. This is a great opportunity to come and meet other parents
and get involved in the LPPA.

For the last couple of weeks, we have been talking to the children about behaviour in the dinner hall
to make sure that children show the same high standards of conduct at lunchtime as they do for the rest
of our school day.

We have been talking about using knives and forks properly, sitting properly at tables so food doesn't
get spilled on the floor and how to queue nicely and ask for water etc.

The children have worked so hard on this and the lunch hall is much more orderly and calm. It would
be great if you could continue to practise knife and fork skills at home, especially for our younger
children. Well done to the Larchwood team who have rethought the layout of the hall to help us get
through more efficiently and to the children who have really risen to the challenge! Last of all thank
you to our lunchtime leaders in Year 6 (some of whom are pictured below) who help the dinner hall
run smoothly by serving salad, pudding and drinks.

Finally, please keep bringing in harvest donations. Don’t forget that Tuesday is school photo day and
Wednesday and Thursday are parent consultations so if you haven’t booked a slot, please do so here.

Mrs Fossey — Chair of the Local School’s Committee writes:

This week the school Governors met to reflect on the achievements and progress within the school last
academic year and to look ahead at priorities for this year. We were delighted to see that the overall
school attendance figures for last year were above the National Average. We all know how important
it is for children to be in school and learning and the improvement in these figures are as a result of the
hard work of all the Larchwood staff who make school a fun and welcoming place to be as well as Mr
Bowsher who has led the strategy for improving attendance.

The Governors would like to thank all the staff who give up their own time to run clubs and activities
which contribute to making Larchwood enjoyable for all, as well as thanking the parents for making
sure their children attend every day. Wishing you all an enjoyable half term when it comes!

Chief Executive Officer: Mr R Duff

Larchwood Primary School is proud to be part of the Discovery Educational Trust

@ www.larchwoodprimary.co.uk ¥ @LarchwoodPS >V< office@larchwood.essex.sch.uk


https://larchwood.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Mr Bowsher’s Superstar Award

Lilly in 4C for demonstrating the value of responsibility by always being helpful and
for her beautiful and enthusiastic singing in assembly.

Stars of the Week

RA RE 1B 1G 2P 3LC
Phoebe Alfie Elianna David Pippa Vinny-Lee
3T 4C 4] 5L 6H 6R
Myla Valentina Esther Finley All of 6H All of 6R

Reading at Home

Five classes this week had everyone read at least 4 times. Well done everyone.

Table shows numbers of children and percentages who Percentage
read from Read 4 & 5 times
Monday 5 September to Friday 9 October %

Less than 4

4

5

4 (14%)

3 (11%)

21 (715%)

24 (86%)

4 (16%)

6 (21%)

19 (66%)

25 (87%)

4 (15%)

4 (15%)

18 (70%)

25 (85%)

0 (0%)

6 (23%)

20 (171%)

26 (100%)

0 (0%)

7 (23%)

23 (11%)

30 (100%)

1 (4%)

1 (4%)

26 (92%)

27 (96%)

4 (14%)

5 (16%)

21 (710%)

26 (86%)

1 (3%)

8 (28%)

20 (69%)

28 (97%)

7 (22%)

3 (10%)

20 (67%)

23 (87%)

0 (0%)

7 (21%)

19 (73%)

23 (100%)

3 (3%)

8 (25%)

23 (12%)

31 (97%)

2 (3%)

10 (32%)

19 (62%)

29 (94%)

0 (0%)

3 (11%)

25 (89%)

28 (100%)

0 (0%)

9 (30%)

21 (70%)

31 (100%)

93.9%
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Diary Dates

Monday 12 October
Tuesday 13 October
Wednesday 14 October
Thursday 15 October
Friday 16 October
Monday 2 November
Wednesday 4 November
Thursday 5 November
Thursday 12 November
Friday 13 November
Friday 4 December
Wednesday 9 December

Reception Don Rae dance workshop
Individual school photographs
Parent consultations 15.30 — 18.00
Parent consultations 16.30 — 19.00
Break up for half term

Return to school

Year 3 Scooter Workshop

Reception Workshop — Prime Areas of Learning

LPPA Coffee and Cake drop-in
Children in Need

LPPA Christmas Market
Reception Nativity 14.00

Weekly Attendance

Weekly Attendance - week commencing Monday 5 October 2026

Class

RA

RE

1B

1G

2IM

2P

Attendance

94.0%

96.6%

93.7%

92.0%

98.3%

98.6%

Whole
school

Class

3T

4C

4]

SL

5P

6H

6R

Attendance

96.6%

91.9%

95.7%

3rd

5P

2P

2IM & 6H

/‘( Yearly Attendance

Yearly Attendance - from 2 September 2026

Class

RA

RE

1B

1G

Attendance

96.6%

95.9%

94.9%

93.9%

Whole
school

Class

3T

4C

4]

5L

Attendance

95.4%

Chief Executive Officer: Mr R Duff

5¥) DISCOVERY

EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Larchwood Primary School is proud to be part of the Discovery Educational Trust

@LarchwoodPS

www.larchwoodprimary.co.uk  'yy >< office@larchwood.essex.sch.uk



. X y
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit

practical skills to be able to have Informed and age-appropriate

opics and th

What{Parents & Educators Need to Know about

GROUP CHATS

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

TEASING AND BULLYING
Children of all ages are keen to fit in socially,

and group chats can sometimes complicate
that process. Whilo group chats can fostor connaction,
they can also give way to mean comments or jokes at
someone’s expense, especially when others join in for
laughs. When bullying happens publicly, in front of

Impact - adding to embarrassment, anxety and
feslings of isolation for the child being targeted.

o, _—

UNKNOWN MeMBERS Vg,

Children often can't control who is added to a group,
which can lead to privacy concems. Sharing personal

have no control over what others do with the material
they send. Some members of the chat might even
docide to use suchinformation monclousny

PEER PRESSURE

, a mp:vlsemelhmglhe'yvesaan

Children may feel they have to constantly stay 0

o (s ke tetcnl keep Loy

= xo ing explicit photos,
Jokes or teasing - [ust toit n. Group settings can also
encourage children to act in ways they normally
wouldn't, or stay silent when they know something is
wrong, out of fear of being excluded, Some children
may find It difficult to leave toxic group chats.

©On messaging apps, social media and online games, group chats are one of the most popular
ways that children connect. Group chats allow messages, images and videos to be shared in
one place and help friendships flourish; however, they also come with a number of risks.

|}
INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Y
imagery. £

pariciaating I the conversation they may stllbo
exposed tothis content simply by being part of the
group. Some apps have disappearing messaging
foatures, whers content s only available once or for

for children to

Y \

—' EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION

Exclusion in group chats i common and can take
saveral forms. Somatimes a new group is created
specifically to leave one child out on purpose. In other
cases, the chat may happen on an app that a child
doesn't hove access to, making it impossible for them
tojoin in. This can cause foelings of belng loft out -
even umnunnonauy

VAR
VIDEQ AND LIVE CHATS ¢ ze

S e
orhave g
chats. Anyone ‘can be added to these s!rwms, and
tag peers In
conversations which are unmoderated. There’s a isk of
g exp

ither in the group vi via
the group chats.

Advice for Parents & Educaors 8

CONSIDER OTHERS’ FEELINGS

Group chats can become an arena for childran
to compote for soclal status. Help children
conslder how people might feel If they behave
Tyl Qoke vy porib spcnlate

SET SOME GROUP CHAT RULES

Discuss

BLOCK, REPORT AND LEAVE ¢

apoor for consent before adding thom to a group
ehat, or leaving a group chat if @ stranger Is
added. Tell children that if they re added to a group

h

it’s OK for them to

melr mlsluke

SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Broup chats are on excellent way for children to
connect and feel lika they belong. However, remind
e hatthey can conia iy |llhay fol bullied o

feave Immediately.

PRACTISE SAFE SHARING

1ts vitai for childron to be awaro of what
they're sharing it.

i
or fesls uncomfortable in a group chat, encourage
thom to block and report the sonder and leave the
group. Make sure children know it's OK to leave o
group chat if they feal uncomfortable or unsafe.

SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Boing bombarded with notifications from

Ensuro they understand the importanceof not X

excluded, instead of
upset them, Nl it feslings and smpawer them
by discussing how they'd like to handle the situation.
You can also encourage children to speak up If they
witness others being bullied.

y e /

Meet Qur Expert

, their
school, or photos they wouldn't ike to be seen widely.
Remind them that ance something is shared in a group,
they can't be certain where it might end up or how it
might be used

y &

or mmm Sutherland is an online safety consultant at ECyhumwuro, who has

develop

in Aus(mHu an the UK. She has written varlous academic papers and carried

ari

mparing
Shie borcnisttece young pooplain tho UK, USA and Australia.

X @wake_up_weds
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use and

@wake.upwednesday

- especially ifit's happening late in the

evening. Explain to children that they can still be
partof a group chat while disabling notifications. In
fact, [t would be healthier for them to do so, helping
them ovoid the pressure to respond immediately.

The
National
College’

o)t @wake.upweds

Users of this g

discreti y is entered into.
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